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Abstract—Frankfurt school started its activity in 1928 by establishing an institute for social research. Some of
the theorists of this school are Marcuse, Horkheimer, Adorno, Fromm and Benjamin Habermas. This school
considered most of the thoughts and ideas of classical Marxism as incorrect and criticized them. Basically, in
this school criticizing the poor condition of the school community has been an important component and art is
considered as a medium to make the people aware of these problems. In Iran with the advent of the
constitutional (Mashrooteh) movement, literature and art entered a new phase and the poets were committed
to criticizing the disorders and social, political and cultural problems. They believed that the art with no
benefit for the people’s welfare and improvement of social and political conditions, and not used as a weapon
against tyrants, is a worthless art. Thus, the authors in this study made an attempt to investigate these critical
ideas in the works of one of the most prominent poets and critics of constitutional (Mashrooteh) era, sayed
Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani known as Nasim-e-Shomal, and to determine the critical components in the poems of this
renowned Iranian poet.

Index Terms—Frankfurt school, criticism, Mashrooteh, Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani (Nsim-e-Shomal)

I. INTRODUCTION

Frankfurt school was founded in 1928 and is associated with the institute for social research. It was transferred to
New York in 1933 after Hitler exiled its members, but it was started again in Frankfurt in 1950. Marcuse, Horkheimer,
Fromm and Benjamin are the theorists of this school and in the contemporary era Habermas and Peter Burger are the
ones who have put the critical tradition of Frankfurt on the agenda (Taslimi, 2009, p. 151). In fact, there are four
specific periods in the history of Frankfurt school:

1. The first period was 1923-1932, when the research carried out in the institute were completely diverse and were
not a raw interpretation of Marxist ideology to be instilled in the critical theory. In this era, the founder of the institute,
Karl Grunberg, was a social and economic historian who had a close association with the thoughts of Austrian Marxists
and a noticeable part of the institute’s works had mainly experimental nature.

2. The second era included the exile period in North America from 1933 to 1950 during which contrasting views
(Hegelian critical theory) were firmly instilled as the principles of the institute’s activities. The manager of the institute
was Horkheimer in this era. In the policy of the institute, he devoted the philosophy of the superior map to himself
instead of history and economy. This orientation was strengthened by the membership of Marcuse in 1922 and Adorno
in 1938 following the little cooperation they had in 1931.

3. In the third era from the return of the institute to the Frankfurt school in 1950, the main viewpoints of critical
theory were vividly formulated in a number of the works by member authors and scholars, leaving principal effects on
their social views over time. Its scope of its influence was advanced later, especially after 1956 and the rise of the new
left movement all over the Europe and the United States in which some of the members had remained. The great
political and ideological effect of radical student movements reached its crescendo. Marcuse was introduced as the main
representative of the Marxist critical theory. The impact of Frankfurt school gradually declined from early 1970, the
period considered as the fourth period in the history of Frankfurt school. In fact, Frankfurt school came to an end with
the death of Adorno in 1969 and Horkheimer in 1973. At last, Frankfurt school distanced from Marxism, which was
once its source of inspiration (Monigh, et al., 2007). Frankfurt school has considered many predictions and ideas of
classical Marxism as incorrect. They believed the capitalist society would downfall due to excessive exploitation of the
working class and the deep social class contradictions. But, Marcuse states that the ruling class prevented the advent of
socialism and its downfall by enhancing the working class welfare (Marcuse, 1983, p. 13-14).

The main ideas of the Frankfurt school are manifested in the critical theory. From this point of view, an idea should
be committed and revealing because a kind of wide domination of vice on virtue and self-alienation on freedom is
created (Marcuse, 1983). Critical theory is a kind of non-criminalist view which is mainly concerned with entire
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emancipation from oppression and repression as well as a commitment to freedom, prosperity and intellectual discipline
in the society. The critical theory is against positivism. The works of four main characters, Marcuse, Horkheimer,
Adorno and Fromm, constitute the core of the critical theory.

From the viewpoint of Horkheimer, et al., this theory is a precise explanation and rejection of colonialism and
domination of false ideas and beliefs, an explanation that stresses exploitation system (Ahmadi, 2010).

According to this school, an original art is one that rejects and criticizes the present situation. In this theory,
aesthetics in humanities and social sciences is not sufficient to explain the current situation, but the present situation
should be taken into account. Therefore, social and human phenomena should be analyzed critically and the
intellectuals have to take a critical position towards the society, a position aiming at informing the individuals to create
changes in the present situation (Pour Alashti & Abbasi, 2001, p. 2). Thus, the purpose of art is conflicting the present
condition and showing dissatisfaction and aggression (Marcuse, 1971, p. 95).

One of the most important events in Iran during the past century was constitutional revolution (Mashrooteh). During
this time, Iranians together with intellectuals, some of whom were poets and writers, had partly become familiar with
the ideas of the Europeans. Literature entered a new era then whose objectives and aspirations included awakening the
citizens, stimulating national patriotic feelings, promoting personal and social freedom, eliminating superstitions and
wrong beliefs, criticizing the disorders severely (Momeni, 1973, p. 3) and familiarizing the people with their right
(YYahaghi, 2004, p. 21).

It can be argued that commitment to the people and social, political and cultural issues of the society is one of the
characteristics presented in the poems by these poets. Commitment in art, which is mostly interpreted as social
commitment, is an issue in the history of art, especially in the contemporary period. The idea of beauty for beauty or art
for art has been considered a dissenting idea in art. It can also be stated that literature in the constitutional system of Iran
and Frankfurt school in Europe is fundamentally against supporting the power and wealth in capitalism. They believe
that literature and art should not be a precious tool for the ruler to control the mind and awareness of the people, but it
should criticize the problems. In fact, the Iranian intellectuals in the age of constitution (Mashrooteh) and supporters of
Frankfurt school in Europe regularly criticize the chaotic condition and believe that the artist should not give up against
the pressure of the ruling class on the society. In the poems of Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani (Nasim-e-Shomal), this
critical view against the chaotic condition of the society is evident. Thus, the critical viewpoints of this poet of
constitution (Mashrooteh) era are discussed in his poems.

A. Criticizing the Marxist’s Economic Theory

Marxism is an economic theory that specifically examines the capitalist theory stating how forces and relations act in
capital production style. By analyzing this economic relationship, one of the most important concepts of Marxism is
obtained, the concept of alienation. There are two aspects in the Marxism’s concept of alienation. First, the work that
produces added value is an alienated work (separated from the worker), the work which is done on the merchandise to
become part of the capitalist’s benefit, therefore it does not belong to the worker. Second, in addition to alienating the
worker from his labor power, capitalism alienates the worker from himself. When the worker is forced to sell his labor
power, he is changed into merchandise too, that is the goods that are sold in the market. Thus, the worker that is
changed into goods is not a complete person philosophically because he has no choice in the selection of the work. A
worker forced to live in the labor market as merchandise is separated from humanity. When someone sells his work it
becomes alien to him and changed into merchandise that is separated and different from the worker, something that is
distinct from the producer. Disagreement of the working class and their exploitation by capitalists create the political
contradictions of capitalism that consequently causes conflict among workers, owners, labor and capital (Klages, 2009,
p. 173-174).

Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani criticizes the Marx’s theory. In his poem entitled: “the king’s talk with the laboring
subject” this Iranian critical poet criticizes the capitalist’s exploitation of the workers and makes the workers aware of
the capitalists’ exploitation:

$ g el 528 23 SR )2 24 55 4ked sNOU the poor are considered a human?

a ooy £ el (508 adadi | j pdNhy have you become Mirza Ghashmasham™?

o)y i 4 ole (wlas 1 You are not allowed into the rich?

o) et 4 aw y j4S | jFOr you do not have money

s of jiau 4i€ o i N your kind hear you have nothing but sorrow

$ g ol s a3/ e alluns 5i 4w o s3\Why have you become so much old and frail?

D olaw | e £ ol 52 adiadiBNNy have you become Mirza Ghashmasham?

(Nasim-e-Shomal, 1984, p. 276)

Then, Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din states that whoever owns the property and wealth owns status and glory and the subject
is mean with no dignity.

i Jlo canlbia ik JLd 4045 S 48 Anyone who becomes rich because of victory

Gl Pla il ols calials 408 23/ has glory and status everywhere

* Mirza Ghashmasham: a person who is poor and tries to show himself better than the what he is
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o) oS 0 bl o (1l g pof Wealth is certainly more important than perfection

s el (526 pamoda (5] 5 (Gan) Why are you so determined today?
g el (525 adiadi | jgaal s o jla Why have you become Mirza Ghashmasham?
(ibid)

Later, in this poem the lord orders the subject to work for him, collect firewood in the forest and do whatever for his
welfare. The poet has intended to inform the subjects of the exploitation imposed on them. He declares that he has even
lost his hope in the constitution (Mashrooteh) to eliminate this injustice.

I o thd 5] 50 Ola o % Work hard, you the poor worker

Uy o ei 5/ S o s 5 0 Kia Go to forest and bring firewood, you the poor worker

Uy (oo 4hed 5] 556/ | a0 4225 Put your rugs out, you the poor worker

Then, a struggle happens between the king and the subject:

Ladi o0 guf cia/y Lo 1085 0¥ We are rich and you are poor

oja e jkliy obse 2w/ 48 You are poor and miserable

wlo rline 4as sy Caei o YOU Need US even in prosperity

$ g pal (s34 aida 4b g suia jais ps - Although you have earned honor because of Mashrooteh

$ g gl (69 9 aniadd] j pual ya o ylay Why have you become Mirza Ghashmasham?

(ibid)

B. Criticizing the Parliament

Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din was an adroit poet and unique in terms of comic and irony. He was sort of the poets that appear
every few centuries in the self-centered nations, captivate everyone by their eloquent speech, are naturally inspired by
previous rulers and poets and arrange the others’ innovative basics and renovate them with other words. This is an
inborn art that not all people can possess.

From the beginning of the constitutionalist movement, poetry moved toward national and patriotic issues. The poets
were more concerned with the people’s affairs, integrity of the country, fighting against outsiders, supporting freedom,
opposing the authoritarian ruling, etc. Using different figures of speech such as irony, they discussed this issue. With
the advent of constitution (Mashrooteh), the literature of real irony appeared pointing at the society and public problems
more than the people (Amin Pour, 2004, p. 136).

In the early constitutional era, the poets used poetry to express social, ethical and political criticisms along with irony
and allegory (Aryan Pour, 1993, p. 120) and the parliament, as one of the most important political institutions, was
involved in these poems. Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani is one of the prominent poets in the constitutional era that has
criticized the parliament.

When the poet finds the parliament unable of establishing justice and improving the life of the people, he compares it
to a broken carriage, scabbed dog, lame donkey and an addict that has no value and efficiency:

Croti (5 )l guw (Yol 455 0 o/ This broken carriage is not deserved riding

¢ Sslio S Ky cansi s )18 s j This scabbed dog is not a hound

Cansi (5 )18 ilie Kil oliw sA ) This black lame donkey is not cheatable

i g I8 ol slee SL T <d s ) This addicted opponent is not a strong hero

(Nasim-e-Shomal, 1984, p. 381)

Afterwards, the poet hopelessly compares it with an infertile land and states that people have been waiting for good
changes in their life for nine years, but the oppressed people have obtained nothing but sorrow and sadness from the
parliament.

Db olel )b G5 Jlw 4 e <us It is about nine years people have parliament

20 Gl y i Jre Slewl 428 They are also connected to the heaven of justice

2l Jlal 428 Sliv ylgr o0 2l They are safe in the nice Kaaba

b ple¥l G5 aiv e 4a s L | see that the people are secured

Cuwi s )l jof_pe 2 slha cile IS The oppressed people have nothing but sorrow

Cansi (5 )8 ) 57 IS ) s 2 There is no salvation in this ship of light

(ibid, p. 381)

Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din strongly criticizes the performance of the representatives of the parliament and the
unsubstantiated promises they make to the people:

S o aiciee 5/ 530 22 Do not be sad, you the unprotected poor

LSy 80 g sidasd ol Will become a representative few days later

AS (o Djla) (o llS 5 e | will act independently

A Sl 8 s e s 67 | will make you proud among people

AR o Sl o 8lsiie s, | will buy you clothes if you want

cbe a8 23 o culdas | will buy you garment and cloak

s o inly s <lS5 ) When | become a representative

dsud e cnlse S side | will earn more money

s 2380 o wlse 4 a When | enter the parliament

b b olsind ol s 3047 You can have Fesenjan and rice every night

©2014 ACADEMY PUBLISHER



1402 JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH

(ibid, p. 563)

Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din expects the representatives to make an attempt to establish justice and eradicate oppression. He
declares that when the representatives of the parliament do their job properly the people will have no problems and Iran
will prosper.

29,8 o Cusw all 540 Tyranny will collapse

208 e w0 cile LIS The people’s affairs will be well

iy i)l ol e They will not see any oppression

i e gea K e They will see nothing but flower in this field

2isd Jd )l e slal o3 Joe Justice seekers gain power

s b ol yls8 a0 00 e The tyrants become degraded

28 14 #d7 0l jlaes  The grandeur will be glorious

208 LS sa o)/ <S5 The territory of Iran will become valuable

Qe o2l iles (5w The flag of justice will be raised

Alb oo apd oy 0 ol The cruelty of tyrants will end

(ibid, p. 557)

C. Criticizing the People’s Economic Poverty

Inefficiency of the Qajar kings, disgraceful anti-national contracts, imprudence in the nation’s economic affairs,
indifference of the authorities toward the living conditions of the people and business owners and absence of social
security system had grave effects on the economic status of the people, the people who suffered hunger, famine,
unemployment, cold, oppression and inflation (Varasteh far, et al., 2010).

i 5/ cudal Cruls pw cine #/ Ouch! It is very cold tonight

Aicll3s g3 a1 pase 4SLe - We will die in this year

sl el oS 655 47 You did not say you will call tonight

b ol gy 5300 555 57 You did not say we will have rice tonight

b4 gl 4icuiol aan We did not see either rice or call

4i8ie il amlifl i \We are extremely under pressure

i (5 il Crslo ju cune F Ouch! It is very cold tonight

g s o2d Le gL/ ) Our room is very cold

s j s s 4 I3 a0l Wind is blowing everywhere

_pdi ol ai j ol s j | cry loudly from cold tonight

Aiaa o puza jl 233 | run from left to right

i 5/ cudol Grla pw cine #1 Ouch! It is very cold tonight

(Nasim-e-Shomal, 1984, p: 276)

As it is indicated, the theme of poverty and social class differences are presented in the poems of Sayed Ashraf-Al-
Din to illustrate this gap:

sy § b ylo jdw o The lord’s table is full of chicken

“aga g Joli 8 e 5 4li e Pheasant and chicken full of oil

e Glainad 0300 K S3 )1 Fesenjan full of duck’s meat

Uadie 4 ws8 ¢ 4ad o el Tasty Gheimeh says to Motanjan

iy Yla il e o j/ ke jl o Itis time to enjoy salmon

82 a5 a0 Livd! jI The nomad is deprived from pleasure of the world

a0 aslha 4is_w b se  The oppressed nomad has no clothes

(0 2 gatai il 8 e jI The nomad is doleful from the servant’s slap

callls aSla_p 802850 The nomad is condemned to suffer from the tyrant’s ruler

The concept of food (Fesenjan, Mosama, Chelo, Gheimeh, etc) is mentioned 131 times and there is certain logic
behind this striking frequency. Inflation and lack of the basics have deprived people of many things and the poet, who
belongs to the people, is quite familiar with their problems and wishes. While talking about the common structures in
the poems of Mashrooteh, Ajoodani states that in the poems of Ashraf, in addition to his religious style, he has used the
names of many foods to create such combinations as spirit of apple, spirits of Fallodeh, ice cream and Halva. To my
opinion, such combinations, apart from their ironic and even religious nature of Ashraf’s work, indicate poverty in the
life of this friendliest poet of the time. As written in one of the most eloquent and effective affidavits, biographies
written in his name, (Varasteh far, et al., 2010): most of the days he had kebab and broth ...... if we visited unexpected,
he had broth or kebab ready. He also mentioned the name of various foods in his poems and you could not find any
poem in which the word Fesenjan was not mentioned, but he never had Fesenjan. As he said:

Gl Ol s hsd olaied i€ Jo - The heart told Fesenjan is the stew of the soul

AN @ Lo Sl Gl yolo |t is Ramadan and we have nothing

alN gy p b s obs i We have nothing but an empty stomach

ol Sy 0 Giala 4 cwl Sle 429/ What is clear has no need to be expressed

(Ajoodani, 2003, p. 195)
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The status and name of the jobs are mentioned in different parts of the collection (39 times). On the one hand, the
jobs of the poor laborers that are being oppressed and on the other hand, the unfair merchants and frequently the
representatives of the parliament (citing their opportunism and profit-seeking) illustrate the employment status of that
time:

2 adi 4w alai IS All the businesses prospered

2 ad jlad xea j/4dle Tax was eliminated

b ady bad j ilgo Ces o The state’s torment was prevented

2l ady jlablle 5l =iy The sufferers were relieved from tax

(Nasim Shomal, 1984, p. 110)

And about merchants:

Caa ) j Gl S L nlS 42 8 Although the businesses are not flourishing

Gl b gl )b a5 celea s The merchants are on the track

(ibid, 429)

The inflation, unemployment and recession following the economic crisis in 1905, war between Russia and Japan
and consequently Russian revolution, severely influenced the economic status of the people so that in the first three-
month in 1905 the price of sugar and wheat rose by 33% and 90%, respectively in Tehran, Tabriz, Rasht and Mashad.
As Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din describes the situation:

2 ki sl Gilhe 4iiS4ile j  The world is very cruel

Gl Jlidila j ol g3 2ana (w53 The Mohammad'’s religion is not promising

1 Hrio 45 S 42 3855, Business, industry and world are not good

il yYhec SR 545 jl 4S5 _wj4S  The soil under is better than the soil on the top

J AL o S e 48 4 40 Cus )L Everybody complains about unemployment

Cansl s 90 o) 2 K e 42 L4 Everybody is full of pain and sorrow

Of course, Ashraf uncovers the corruption:

Al a0 650 4y 5 4310 103 20 Should | say manly and bravely or not

ame e S5/ Do not wish me death

sl 4a S awsin s 0 (e Do you like me to write what you have taken

S s p BS4 /s Je Where you have taken the money

538 4 0 pdu w4y o 4SL - or what you have had for supper last night

Al ar sk ad g a3 5 /5 0L Should | tell about the wine and winery or not

o e S5 Do not wish me death

(Nasim-e-Shomal, p. 285)

And to become the representative of the parliament:

plad le Syl (220550 | rubbed the people of all their properties

s Pl e SL 4 | do not care about lawful and unlawful

Gl _peals e laied 2 cuiss When the night comes, my Fesenjan is ready

fie Cuil _pals e ls/ 40 The food is ready in my home

b Jo w Sy s/p  For my advocacy, a lot of money

la JsS 30 iy aaliw i Was given to me by my clients

(ibid, p. 471)

Although, during the Mozafaredin Shah reign, some amazing liberal policies such as opening travel to other countries,
appointing Malkam to Iran’s embassy in Rome, establishing trade and educational associations as well as emergence of
liberalistic newspapers like Hablolmatin and Parvaresh that were published in Cairo and Calcutta were implemented,
the economic condition was still chaotic and anti-national. For instance, traders were forced to pay more tariffs and land
taxes were taken from the previous owners. Increasing land tax, reducing the pension of the clergies and controlling the
endowments were other policies that caused public economic dissatisfaction (Varasteh Far, et al. 2010).

D. Criticizing Constitution

ik da bapaby pieapah i |t was good if Mashrooteh was not founded

W ai b le e el a0 Excitement would not be made in this country

Obilss Sb s gl aw s 42 It was so good if from the blood of the young

sid padl gaim 5048 oyl # o i This territory would not become red

Glo e plally 025 Jiss 4a It was good if in the parliament for the sake of people

b i lw _Keeb (LS5 The greedy lawyer would not emerge

(Nasim Shomal, 1983, p: 440)

Or elsewhere, he strongly criticizes the constitution for not being employed to provide welfare and justice in the
society.

i )laS 4yl pl 4 g o 2udS Where is the quality of Iran’s Mashrooteh

<y b€ Asif it disappeared on delivery

b fas 2 g 4b g s j2iii€  They claimed the country would flourish because of Mashroote

Jyiv/ 4 Ces, Good for tyranny
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lovle adaa 4by uie Jals j/ What did the people get from Mashrooteh?
<l jeziy s Nothing but pain and abasement
(ibid, p. 350)

E. Criticizing Tyranny and Dependency

One of the most important critical poetic grounds of Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani is disagreement with puppet and
colonial states. When Iran was under the dominance of Germany, England and Russia, in his poems, Sayed Ashraf-Al-
Din invited the people to unite and fight against colonialism, corruption and tyranny. This contemporary poet criticized.

A8 il A 40208 i | went to pub last night

b Ko jlaijolli4li to smoke hookah

Lavosade pi 930 | Saw a sheikh with an axe and a horn

2 obdio SO 5 ails e w He smoked the hookah and sang by heart

b dwo jlpsord o)/ SE Iran is destroyed by three phil

3 il n 4a 58 pmua | saw a youth in alley in the morning

phues e j |y Jdiels | grabbed his clothe from behind

e p sl jlJd ine | asked him the meaning of phil

pliagd cpin W0 G <) He muttered, | heard

s I 5 258 Oyl SIE Iran would be destroyed by three ph

L lell 8 485 L s Russianphil, Englophil and Germanyphil

(Nasim Shomal, 1884, p. 404)

The poet blames colonization for creating problems for the people and destroying Iran. He informs people of the
present situation and invites them to unification and solitary against tyranny and corruption.

Other examples of these critical poems are frequently found in the poems of Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani that invite
the young to fight against colonialism and tyranny.

sl b g Ol s (5] sl Caa 5 You the youth of the country, today is the time to stand up

Gl G pe gy jg el o olalssf 8 s/ You the supporters of religion, today is the time of bravery

Cu culic il 53wl 3] usali 35 e Your honor will be tarnished, wake up from negligence

Lye Gl s 20l 480 e Enemy is approaching us

Loy ot e a8 29y 0 L2 s/ Alas, both our country and religion will be ruined

Kia cuklia wige wl Sias llsa s/ You the youth, stand up, it is time to fight

K ki Lo gyl je o9/ b (S5 Living with this dignity is a shame

K5 k5 ol jl ey Sl Jo) Ly 4em e We Will be so much pressured afterwards

(ibid, p. 412)

Il. CONCLUSION

Frankfurt school considers the ideas of classical Marxism as incorrect and criticizes them. This school had
established criticism of the society’s chaotic situation as its most important component. The main objective for the
proponents of this school was to make people aware of the disorders, objection and criticism.

In Iran too, literature and art experienced a new period with the advent of the constitutional movement. The poets of
this era took commitment to art into consideration as a certain and necessary principle. They believed that the art that
has no benefit for the wellbeing of people and promotion of political and social condition and is not used as a weapon
against tyrant is not artistic and beautiful. In fact, the Iranian poets in this era distance from the previous poets and
employ literature at the service of the people’s ideas in social and political issues.

In this period, literature is used to serve the people and criticizes the society’s disorders. Thus, there is a similarity
between Frankfurt literary school and constitutional (Mashrooteh) movement in literature and art in terms of criticism
of the people’s troubled condition.

By analyzing the poems of Sayed Ashraf-Al-Din Gilani (Nasim-e-Shomal), this fact can be figured out that the
Iranian critical poet of Mashrooteh age by writing simple, eloquent and interesting poems, that were published in
Nasim-e-Shomal, considered citing the events and criticizing the problems and addressing the condition of the working
class, criticizing the inefficient parliament, etc. as commitment of literature in order to make improvements in the life of
the people.
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